
Explanatory Email from Green Park Way Association - Planning Application 
0265/20/ARM.   ‘Chillington 62’ 
 
 
From: <alyson3108@aol.com> 
Date: Thu, 27 Feb 2020 at 12:49 
Subject: GPW Association Update – potential effect on Chillington and the surrounding areas. 
To: <alyson3108@aol.com> 
Cc: <clerk@stokenham-pc.gov.uk>, <julian.brazil@devon.gov.uk> 
 

 This is a long email but brings together a lot of information for you. It is our 
understanding and opinion, based on the information supplied on the SHDC 

Planning Portal. This will also be available as a print out on Sunday. 
  

Remember – Plans on view and more information on Sunday 1st 
March at Chillington Village Hall, 2 - 6pm. 

  
Planning Application 0265/20/ARM.    
This is a summary of the potential impact we believe this current Reserved Matters 
Planning Application (0265/20/ARM) may have on the existing Chillington surface 
water drainage system - even if the approved upgrade is implemented as planned 
following years of work by the Coleridge Lane Flood Group. 
  
The principal change to the proposed development site drainage system is 
that the majority of the site will drain through a single (private) attenuation 
tank which will have a volume of 740m3 (740,000 litres).  This tank will be located 
in the south east corner of the site, and will discharge through either a pipe or 
open channel down the hill through Chillington towards the A379 and Frogmore 
Creek, and is designed to continuously discharge at a flow of up to 2.5l/s (9,000 litres 
an hour).   
  
Potential Flooding.   Whether through existing or new pipelines, whichever 
surface water pipeline route is agreed by the County Council (DCC LLFA  (Flood 
Risk)) and/or SWW, if they allow any connection into the existing or upgraded 
Chillington pipework system it is likely to result in additional flooding in the village 
that will affect us all.   
  
Connection into the Chillington Surface Water Pipeline.  All the indications from 
drawings and documentation produced by the developer (to date) suggest they will 
try and connect into the Chillington surface water pipeline system, most likely in 
Coleridge Lane or Brooklea. This may be the cheapest, quickest and easiest option 
for the developer, but is certainly not the optimum so far as mitigating flood risk is 
concerned. 
  
If DCC / SWW allow this connection to happen, there will be an increased 
concentrated flow into the pipeline system and on into "open watercourses" in the 
village (mainly south of the A379). If these open watercourses cannot accept the 
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increased flow they will flood further, affecting the properties of many more 
Chillington residents and, of course, the land owner(s). 
  
Rainfall Data used by the Developer.   We understand from the developer's 
published documentation that DCC have stated that the developer should use the 
Flood Study Report (FSR) rainfall data methodology (first published in 1975 and now 
believed obsolete by many across the UK) to design the Sustainable Drainage 
Systems (SuDS). Whilst this has resulted in the proposed huge 740,000 litre 
capacity Private Attenuation Tank we have been advised that the tank is still likely to 
be too small to accommodate some rainfall events, despite the proposed discharge 
flow of up to 2.5/s (9,000 litres an hour), 
  
We believe the more recent rainfall data published in 2013 in the Flood Estimation 
Handbook (FEH13) should be used and the results compared to those using the 
FSR dataset. The most "conservative" option (it has been called the "worst case 
scenario) should then be chosen.  This 'best practice' approach is recommended by 
both the manufacture of the drainage design software (Innovyze) and the Ciria SuDS 
Manual, so why have the developers not followed this methodology?  It is widely 
acknowledged that the dataset they have used will instead underestimate the 
magnitude of rainfall events by up to 30 or 40% in this part of Devon. 
  
The ongoing use of FSR instead of FEH13 methodology rainfall data in Devon also 
flies in the face of current "best practice" as stated in the DCC LLFA (Flood Risk) 
Guidance to Sustainable Drainage in Devon published in January 2017. This issue 
has now been raised with Julian Brazil and DCC LLFA (Flood Risk) by the Green 
Park Way Association. This is all especially relevant as SHDC has recently declared 
a Climate Change Emergency in Devon. 
 
Latest news: DCC Flood Risk officer (Helen Montgomery) lodged an Objection to 
the surface water drainage scheme on 14th February (not uploaded to the planning 
portal until 25th Feb). Based on many missing or confusing aspects of the design - 
however the rainfall data used was not questioned. 
  
Current Plans.   All the current plans produced by the developer will be available to 
view / discuss at the Chillington Village Hall, Sunday 1st March 2020 from 2 to 6 
pm.   
  
Also available for viewing will be a copy of the DCC LLFA (Flood Risk) “Proposed 
Scheme Plan” (Drawing FRM/27/30/001 dated 26/12/2017) showing the route of the 
approved Chillington surface water "Pipeline Upgrade" that has been progressed by 
the Coleridge Lane Flood Group for such a long time. 
  
Please Note: The opinion of Dr Bennett, our flood risk and flood modelling 
consultant, is that a SuDS drainage system should either replicate a greenfield site 
as much as possible or provide a betterment.  Ideally all rainfall should be managed 
'at source' and retained within the site.  This can be achieved by all the 62 properties 
having their own individual soakaways that infiltrate water into the ground.  Instead, 
the developer proposes that only 18 properties will have individual soakaways.  We 
can see no good reason for the rest of the properties not to have them. This would 



leave just the runoff from roadways and footpaths on the site that could then be 
managed by infiltration ponds within the site to filtrate water naturally into the subsoil. 
  
Other Important Points for Consideration. 
  
The main thing we would like to stress is that besides being potentially undersized, 
the Private Attenuation Tank is just that, a big tank with one outlet (with a discharge 
concentrated flow rate into a pipeline of up to 2.5/s (9,000 litres an hour). 
  

•       Based on the applicant's own data, the tank will take just 17 hours to fill during 
their 'design' rainfall event, yet will take approximately three and a half days to empty 
(assuming no further inflow). 
  

•       Once it is full and either the inflow exceeds the outflow (in a storm) or the outflow 
is blocked or over capacity - the only thing that can happen is the water within the 
site system backs-up.  
  

•       Some water can overflow the tank onto Coleridge Lane but more likely, as 
hydraulic pressure builds up, the pipework and joints along the backs of houses 
along the lower (eastern end) part of Green Park Way will fail and manholes lift.  
  

•       This will bring water over gardens into Green Park Way and down to Coleridge 
Lane and the A379. This would add to the volume of water that is being managed 
through the pipework under Coleridge Lane. 
  
Although this may be a rare event, given the recent weather (2 significant storms 
within 7 days) and the fact that SHDC is so concerned about future climate change 
that they have declared a Climate Change Emergency in Devon, we believe it 
is  not just a “once in 100 year event” that could overwhelm the system as proposed 
by the developer in the documentation. 
  
Please email your local Councillor, Julian Brazil julian.brazil@devon.gov.uk and the 
Planning officer adam.williams@swdevon.gov.uk  and  clerk@stokenham-
pc.gov.uk  regarding any comments or concerns you have over this application. Cllr 
Brazil has been invited to the hall on Sunday. 
  
Although we appreciate that some layout and general aspects of this new proposal 
have improved since the Refusal decision last September, other aspects are still 
unclear or unresolved. We are awaiting clarification on: 
  

•       >  The proposed ‘clear and safe easy access’ pedestrian & cyclist links to key 
services and amenities within Chillington and the surrounding area. All stated in the 
developers Planning Statement para 3.3  (i.e onto Coleridge Lane and Port Lane).    
  
> The total lack of information/consideration for sustainable or eco systems (as 
recommended by councillors at the previous DMC meeting) such as: 
  

•           - Heating of the houses 
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•           -  Rainwater harvesting (re-cycle the surface water for flushing toilets and hose 
pipes),  
  

•          -  Public and private outdoor lighting,  
  

•           - Green roofs on dwellings. 
  

•           -  Solar panels on all south facing houses was mentioned at the last DMC 
Meeting, now it is on ‘some houses’ only...how many of the planned 62 dwellings will 
this be?   
  

•    >   Overlooking by 2 floor properties on rising ground, behind bungalows with living 
rooms facing the site. 
  

•     >  The rerouting and protection of the Village Spring and the Riparian Rights of 
home owner’s land it passes through. 
  
Only the members of Green Park Way Association, and those who have requested to 
be kept updated and opted into the mailing list will have received this email. If you 
have neighbours, or friends anywhere in the village, who are likely to be affected by 
his development, please ask them to attend on Sunday or email 
alyson3108@aol.com to be added to our email list for updates as matters 
progress. 
 
Kind regards 
Alyson 
47 Green Park Way 
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