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Ed Parr Ferris 

As an update on a couple of things relevant to the agenda: 

• I am continuing to pull together the Devon Nature Recovery Network strategy following our 
Stakeholder Group meeting in September. This initiative is being carried out under the LNP, 
with many LNP members at the Stakeholder meeting (inc AONB rep) and the chair is Sarah 
Jennings, Chair of the LNP. DBRC are now carrying out a pilot on the Tamar with funding 
from the Tamara project. This will be the first full-landscape working of our methodology for 
the Devon NRN, which will be completed by March 2020. This will enable us to ensure the 
methodology (which is based on the Hampshire model) works in a Devon context and 
identify any gaps in data. We will then work towards a first iteration full Devon map over the 
following year, being ready by March 2021, subject to funding.  

• DWT has been involved in the Devon Net-Zero Carbon Thematic Hearings. There was a 
general consensus at the Land, Food and Sea hearing that, while tree planting was an 
important part of the response (and an easy message for the public to grasp), soils and other 
habitats would be a critical part of an effective response. Soils have the potential to be the 
largest store of carbon available in our landscapes and yet they are currently net emitters of 
carbon in most agricultural systems and on peatlands – due to ploughing, drainage, poor 
management and erosion. Reversing this trend will be critical. Other habitats including 
wetlands, grasslands, intertidal (e.g. saltmarsh) and subtidal (e.g. seagrass, kelp) have the 
potential to offer landscape-scale carbon benefits while also mitigating impacts and 
providing multi-benefit systems (i.e. species-rich grasslands that can also support 
agriculture, wetlands that can alleviate flood risk, marine habitats which can also offer 
protection from coastal flooding and storm damage. In addition, looking at agroecological 
systems which make use of sustainable multi-cropping and agroforestry will enable 
productive food systems, carbon management and nature recovery to happen in the same 
places. 

 

 


