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2 | P a g e  
 

 
         18th October 2019 
 

Dear Councillor Pearce and Council Officer Chris Brook 
(cc. all South Hams District Councillors) 
 
PREMIER INN PROPOSAL - INFORMATION REQUEST UNDER ENVIRONMENTAL 
INFORMATION REGULATIONS 
 

The Premier Inn development, under discussion by the District Council, is proposed to 
be built in a prominent location on Ropewalk at the head of the Salcombe Kingsbridge 
Estuary, a nationally acclaimed SSSI in the South Devon Area of Outstanding Beauty. The 
South Hams Society has a number of concerns about this proposal. Our two key 
concerns at this point are: 
 
First, that the environmental impacts of the project are not receiving proper attention 
and the sensitivity of the site is being overlooked. We are not aware of any work to 
assess the Environmental Impact having been undertaken. If it has, we strongly believe 
that the findings should be in the public domain. The image above illustrates how 
previous development at this location has stopped short of breaking the estuary tree 
canopy; the proposed four storey budget hotel would certainly be above the tree line.  
 
Our second concern is about the lack of information available to the community about 
this important project, which will have serious and long term impacts on Kingsbridge, its 
residents, visitors and local authority finances. An announcement was made on 27 
September 2019 about the launch of a consultation exercise in relation to the hotel that 
SHDC is proposing to build. Local residents were invited to "join this conversation." We 
believe that a public consultation is premature until the public have access to further 
important information. We believe that the prompt disclosure of this information is 
essential if the consultation is to be conducted in a meaningful and transparent manner 
and in line with the public interest in this large scale development proposal.  
 
The South Hams Society therefore calls on the District Council to publish without delay 
the following documents concerning the Premier Inn project:  
 
1. The findings/report of the survey conducted by the SHDC Asset Manager with local 

businesses in order to test support for the project 
2. The proposed plans*  
3. The Visual Impact Assessment*  
4. Exempt Appendix A – Business case (Note: this is a revised Business case)* 
5. The initial Business Case  
6. Exempt Appendix B – Project Risk Register*1 

                                                           
1 * All documents marked with an asterisk were mentioned in the Minutes of the SHDC Executive Meeting 
held on 18th July 2019 
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We are aware that commercial sensitivity can provide an exemption to the requirement 
to disclose some relevant information under the EIR. However, we believe that the 
importance and sensitivity of the site, as well as the proposed scale of public investment 
in the project through SHDC, means that there is an overriding public interest in all the 
relevant information being made publicly available in advance of any consultation 
exercise. This is the only way to make sure that the public can be informed about key 
issues, such as the project’s likely environmental and visual impact, economic viability, 
risks etc., so that their participation in that consultation is meaningful and worthwhile.  
 
Further, the Society believes that any confidentiality agreement entered into by SHDC 
with third parties that has the effect of preventing the local community from being 
properly informed, in advance, about the implications of this project should not take 
precedence over the public right to be informed in a timely manner.  
 
We look forward to your response.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
Didi Alayli 
Chair of the South Hams Society 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Registered charity address:  The South Hams Society, Olde Stones, West Alvington, Kingsbridge,  
South Devon TQ7 3PN 

  


