
Random examples of healthy Sweet Chestnut trees felled from 
woods in East Allington in September 2018

The Forestry Commission have condemned almost two hundred Sweet Chestnut trees in 
ancient woodland in East Allington, from evidence gained by aeriel photography alone. 
They have not provided details of how many trees were tested for Phytophthora in the field, 
by the 'Lateral Flow Device' testing regime, which is highly non-specific  and identifies all 
phytophtora species, including the majority which are non-pathogenic to chestnut trees. 
They also provided no details of laboratory DNA profiling, which specifically targets 
Phytophthora ramorum, leaving us with many unanswered questions.

We would be interested to hear of other sweet chestnut trees in the South Hams which 
have suffered the same fate.

                Andrew Northrop  ajnorthrop@btinternet.com

A random selection of healthy Sweet Chestnut trees after felling



Suspected Sweet Chestnut Disease in four felled trees?
These trees had suffered from old crown die-back, which could have been due to non- 

infective sources - drought, or other climatic effects, where the phloem has died naturally

Points to note:
Dead branches, greater 
than 15 years old?
No progression of recent 
crown die-back
Healthy branches on tree 
crowns to compensate
No evidence of leaf wilt, 
soaking or discolouration

Recently felled healthy trees bearing fruit and showing no sign of 
Pytophthora ramorum infection



Symptoms
There appear to be a variety of symptoms associated with P. ramorum infection in sweet chestnut. The most 
commonly seen symptoms are:
Crown dieback (generally observed with year on year decline).
Epicormic growth with symptomatic foliage occurring in abundance low on the stem, although this may also be 
a response to crown dieback through other causes.
Foliar symptoms, which include wilting and leaves which are 'water-soaked' or discoloured.
These often remain attached to epicormic shoots after death. Some leaves may also have blackened petioles, 
with the discolouration extending up the mid-ribs. These leaves are frequently shed prematurely and can often 
be seen underneath affected trees. Foliar symptoms can be observed throughout summer until leaves fall in 
autumn.
(Dieback may also be the result of 'ink disease' which is caused by Phytophthora cinnamomi and Phytophthora 
cambivora. Ink disease infects and kills roots of sweet chestnut, turning them an inky black, and sometimes 
also causing cankers at the base of affected trees.)

Published symptoms of Phytophthora ramorum infection


