
 
 

 
 
PRESS RELEASE – IMMIDIATE 
 
23/9/2019 
 

The Information Commissioner has instructed South Hams District 
Council to release to the South Hams Society a plan relating to housing 
on the Crofts, Salcombe. 

 
 It cited the Environmental Information Regulations; whose purpose is to give the 
public the right to know what development is being planned in their area.  
 
In 2018 the Society was concerned at the possibility of development on the Crofts 
and was aware that SHDC was working with the landowner on a scheme which 
involved open market housing for him and a plot for community housing. It feared the 
open market houses would be big, on large plots, and likely to be the beginning of 
creeping development which would ultimately mean the end of a green space in the 
AONB to which local people attached great importance. It also feared that the 
proposal would be hard to resist once it became a planning application, because it 
was being driven by SHDC itself. It asked the Council for information on its 
intentions.  
 
Among the papers it received in response was an exchange of e-mails dated 11 
October 2018 between an SHDC officer and a private architect who had provided a 
plan of the proposed development for inclusion in the papers for a Batson and 
Shadycombe Workshop to be held by the council on 17 October. In the e-mail the 
officer said that it would be a mistake to present to the workshop the detail on two 
open market houses that the architect had included. The architect then sent a 
revised plan, saying that it indicated the two houses 'without being too prescriptive 
on their size and design'. The revised plan rather than the original one was included 
in the papers for the workshop. 
 
In December 2018 the Society asked SHDC for a copy of the original plan. The 
council refused, citing the exception in the Regulations relating to commercial 
information protected by confidentiality. SHS contended that in the circumstances of 
this case the exception didn't apply. It also felt that if the council's refusal on such 
grounds had been accepted it would in effect nullify the public's right to information in 
many other cases. It continued to press for the release of the plan and in April of this 
year it asked the Information Commissioner for the ruling that is now attached. 
 
The South Hams Society has been pressing SHDC for more openness on pre-
application planning matters for at least two years. It believes that many mistakes 



would have been avoided, and the design of new buildings would have been better, 
if proposals hadn't been developed in secret to the point where they were difficult or 
impossible to change when the planning application was published.  
 
Anybody interested in the South Hams environment should be aware of the 
Environmental Information Regulations and should be prepared to use them. 
 
The Society would like to thank the council's solicitor, Becky Fowlds, for her help and 
courtesy in a very long drawn out dialogue. 
 
The original plan and the revised one are shown below.  
 
 
 
 

 
The original plan of 11 October 2018 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The revised plan of 12 October 2018 
 
 

 

 

For more information please visit  The South Hams Society website 

https://southhamssociety.org/

