Mr L N Pengelly
24 Buckwell Road,
Kingsbridge,
Devon.
TQ7 1NQ
8th September 2019
To the Planning Department,
South Hams District Council,
Follaton House,
Plymouth Road,
Totnes.
TQ9 5NE.
Planning application Reference: 3193/18/ARM Reserved Matters application for the
development of 64 no. dwellings - Land to the rear of Green Park Way Chillington TQ7 2HY.
Dear Sir / Madam,
Salcombe to Kingsbridge Estuary Bloom.
As a native to Kingsbridge who grew up on the estuary, streams, fields, roads in a much quieter era and
the railway line, I have seen many changes to the environment of streams and estuary.
This is to report on the Estuary, which has gone from being progressively more polluted by raw solid
sewage in the mid-sixties as house building ballooned around the estuary towns and villages, to
becoming much cleaner in the early seventies as the Sewage Treatment Works arrived.
But, the Salcombe to Kingsbridge estuary basin, despite being an AONB, has seen an explosion housing
since its AONB designation. The estuary designated as a SSSI site in 1987 has now become an
unpleasant waters in the later summer with the tide regularly turning a brick red /brown. This year is
no exception. Here are a sample of recent images.
New Bridge, Bowcombe Creek 8th September 2019
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Shore at New Bridge - September 2019.

Frogmore Creek down stream of Chillington.
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Kingsbridge Quay - August 2019.
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Kingsbridge Quay - August 2019.
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New Bridge at Bowcombe Creek. A popular play area with youngsters diving into the water, paddle boarders,
canoeists and so on.

None of this is brown rainwater, it has been a relatively dry summer. In fact we have had two good relative dry
summers in a row (June this year was a bit cold).
Rainfall totals have been extremely low so far this year in Kingsbridge at 445mm to date (106.5 mm of that in April).
Stream levels have also been low and are reflected by SWW Reservoir levels.

The upper reaches of the Kingsbridge to Salcombe estuary are currently classed as polluted.

So what is it and why is it occurring?
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Here is the description of the problem:

So a recognised contributor is sewage treatment works around the estuary and as you can read from the
extract, the largest at Gerston has received an improvement in 2015.
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We have a known problem of excess nutrients in the SSSI site which is a breeding ground for a red-tide
dinoflagellate bloom.

September sample of water from Kingsbridge estuary under the microscope.

Dinoflagellates are unicellular protists which exhibit a great diversity of form. ... When this happens many
kinds of marine life suffer, for the dinoflagellates produce a neurotoxin which affects muscle function in
susceptible organisms. Humans may also be affected by eating fish or shellfish containing the toxins.

So strangely, we have had two dry summers with low river and stream flows and yet we have a Kingsbridge
in bloom?
In 2018, three years after the discharge treatment improvements at Gerston Point we have a worrying sign.

On the next page are satellite images from 2018, as I say another dry summer.
The first is dated 26/06/2018. The second is the 15/07/2018, nearly three weeks later.
There is clearly discharges in both images and a worryingly ‘well fertilised look’ around the STW, more
prominent in the second image as the summer season progresses.
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Clearly, the STW is not up to removing nutrients from the discharged water. As this is the best STW, it
follows that none of the other STW’s will be any better.
A common theme occurred in the Joint Local Plan regarding development & the SSSI site and this is it:

‘No exacerbating of water quality issues within the Salcombe to Kingsbridge SSSI’.

There are STW’s at Kingsbridge (serves West Alvington as well), Chillington, West Charleton, Malborough
(serving the town of Salcombe & Malborough), & Sherford (the little one).
Chillington currently has 550 dwellings (over halve of the 11 recently built new dwellings stand empty not
included in that). The development at Green Park Way will add a further 64 dwellings an increase of 11.5%
Frogmore, down the road from Chillington has approval for a further 8 (on top of recent developments)
Kingsbridge has on its cards a figure in excess of 300 dwellings in the current JLP.
Malborough currently has 53 dwellings being built.
Salcombe has 63 dwellings in the Joint Local Plan.
Churchstow has recently built 17, West Alvington has built 17 with one further approval.
All these feed into the STW’s that strip solids & discharge into the SSSI site.
500 dwellings to come.
The evidence in this letter is strong, that the STW’s are involved in nutrient introduction into the SSSI site &
the estuary blooms. It is straight forward logic that if you increase STW’s inputs you will increase STW’s
outputs and the images in this letter clearly show that we are failing to protect the SSSI site.
I question how we can continually keep increasing the population numbers surrounding the SSSI site and yet not
exacerbate water quality issues within the Salcombe to Kingsbridge SSSI?
It is a protected site and the LPA will need to resolve this problem in discussion with Natural England before further
development is approved if it involves more sewage entering the main sewer systems.
The estuary environment is becoming disgraceful again, just when you don’t want it to be.
May I remind SHDC of its duty which it needs to comply with and why Natural England states ‘No exacerbating of
water quality issues within the Salcombe to Kingsbridge SSSI’.

‘Under the Wildlife and Countryside Act the owner or occupier may enter into a management agreement
for the purposes of securing the SSSI special interest. ... It is also an offence for a public body to fail to
minimise damage done to an SSSI or - if damage occurs - to fail to restore an SSSI to its former state.
Based on this evidence, approving another 11.5% more housing at Chillington will mean the approving public body
will be committing an offence, unless the failings of the STWs can be resolved?
Yours sincerely,

Mr L N Pengelly
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