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PLANNING REF:  4207/23/FUL 

DESCRIPTION:  Demolition & replacement of Collapit Creek House, Coach House & annex, 

outbuildings, driveway, parking, new swimming pool, bat house & landscape 

enhancements. 

ADDRESS: Collapit Creek House West Alvington TQ7 3BA 

 5th March 2024 

LETTER OF OBJECTION FROM THE SOUTH HAMS SOCIETY 

The South Hams Society interest 

For the last 60 years, the South Hams Society has been stimulating public interest and care for the 

beauty, history and character of the South Hams. We encourage high standards of planning and 

architecture that respect the character of the area. We aim to secure the protection and 

improvement of the landscape, features of historic interest and public amenity and to promote the 

conservation of the South Hams as a living, working environment.  We take the South Devon Area 

of Outstanding Natural Beauty very seriously and work hard to increase people's knowledge and 

appreciation of our precious environment. We support the right development - in the right places - 

and oppose inappropriate development. 

The South Hams Society objects to this planning application. 

The application follows almost immediately after the LPA had issued a Certificate of Lawfulness for 

permitted development rights alterations. 

The Society is appalled that someone would wish to demolish Collapit Creek House. 

When on sale, and as we show on the following pages, it featured as a Property of the Week where 

it was stated that, ‘This grand house would make a wonderful family home or even a boutique 

B&B and whilst it does need modernisation, extensive renovation is not required’. 

https://medium.com/property-with-potential/property-of-the-week-collapit-creek-house-

e4536cd40afa 

Yet the District Council has now received an application to demolish the house. 

https://medium.com/property-with-potential/property-of-the-week-collapit-creek-house-e4536cd40afa
https://medium.com/property-with-potential/property-of-the-week-collapit-creek-house-e4536cd40afa
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There can be no real justification for its demolition. 

The house also has local historic significance. 

Historic record. 

The property is listed on the Devon Heritage site. 

https://maptest.devon.gov.uk/portaldvl/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=82d17ce24

3be4ab28091ae1f15970924 

Similarly the Kingsbridge Cookworthy Museum holds historic records for this house. 

The house was once the home to a significant local person, namely: 

FROUDE, Ashley Anthony, CMG 1892, OBE 1919; BA; DL, JP Devon; Comdr, RNVR. 

Collapit Creek house was the home of Ashley A. Froude, C.M.G., and Ethel Aubrey 

Froude. The family are recorded as living at the home from 1901 (census) through to 

Ashley Froude’s death at South Hams Hospital in 1949.  The house was almost certainly 

built for this family because it does not appear on maps for SW England 1873 – 1888 but 

does appear on post 1900 Ordnance Survey. 

Ashley Froude - Private Secretary to Sir R. Herbert, Colonial Office, 1886; Secretary to 

Behring Sea Commission, 1891; attached to Behring Sea Arbitration, 1892; Assistant 

Private Secretary, Colonial Office, 1896. Decorated for services in connection with 

Behring Sea Arbitration for service he received the Order of Saint Michael and Saint 

George. 

Salcombe Yacht Club - The First One Hundred Years: 

 

Ashley Froude was the son of James Anthony Froude (1818-1894), who was a 

distinguished historian and late Regius Professor of Modern History at The University of 

Oxford. He was a highly acclaimed writer, as well as the biographer.  He is said to have 

written his history at The Moult in Salcombe and Froude Road is opposite the entrance 

to The Moult. 

The only son of Ashley Froude and Ethel Froude, John Aubrey Froude died on the 22nd 

September 1914, with the sinking of HMS Cressey in the North Sea. 

In the church of St. Nicholas and St. Cyriac in the village of South Pool hangs a plaque 

inscribed: 

‘To the memory of John Aubrey Froude R.N. Son of Ashley Froude C.M.C of Collapit Creek 

Kingsbridge and Ethel Aubrey Froude daughter of Captain A.P.Hallifax of Halwell 

In this parish and only grandson of James Antony Froude Regus Professor of modern 

history Oxford University. 

He died in the discharge of his duty at the age of 16 when serving as midshipman in 

H.M.S.Cressy.  

https://maptest.devon.gov.uk/portaldvl/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=82d17ce243be4ab28091ae1f15970924
https://maptest.devon.gov.uk/portaldvl/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=82d17ce243be4ab28091ae1f15970924
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This ship was sunk by a German Submarine In the action in the North Sea on September 

22 1914 while she had stopped to rescue the survivors from H.M.S. Aboukir and Hogue, 

previously sunk in the same action’. 

Ethel was previously a spinster living in South Pool. 

Ashley was Honorary President of The Devonshire Association. 

 

 

 

1919 OBE for long continuous research & experimental work with hydrophones. 

  

 

A J.P. at Kingsbridge Magistrates for 52 years. 

 

 

Collapit Creek house was used during WW1 as a convalescent home for recovering 

solders while Ashley Froude served in the RNVR.



 Collapit Creek House – (Source Cookworthy Museum)  
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 Nurses in the gardens – (Source Cookworthy Museum)  
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The Society again urges the local planning authority to give due consideration to the historic 

environment as DEV21 of the Joint Local Plan promises.  
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‘DEV21 

Development affecting the historic environment 

Development proposals will need to sustain the local character and distinctiveness of the area 

by conserving and where appropriate enhancing its historic environment, both designated and 

non-designated heritage assets and their settings, according to their national and local 

significance’. 

 

Foul Water Drainage 

The proposal states that the proposed surface water and treated foul water outfall is to sea. 
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The discharge is to the estuary foreshore, and the mudflats below. 

We refer the Case Officer to the General binding rules: small sewage discharge to a surface water, 

rule 8. 
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The discharge is 933 metres from low water. 
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In completing the expected flow, a huge figure is quoted.  How can the applicant justify such a 

large discharge to the foreshore above the mudflats? 

 

The Society finds it impossible to see how the Environment Agency could issue a permit for this 

proposal. 

And the Society remains concerned that tree clearance has continued. 

While the demolition of buildings is recorded as bad for the environment. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-61580979 

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-61580979
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When the house was sold and publicised as property of the week in ‘Properties with potential’, it 

was stated that: 

‘This grand house would make a wonderful family home or even a boutique B&B and whilst it does 

need modernisation, extensive renovation is not required’. 

That remains the case and the Society requests that this application be refused. 

 

For and on behalf of the South Hams Society  

Richard Howell 

Chairman 



  

 

20th October 2023  

 

   



  

 

24th February 2024  

  


