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PLANNING REF:  3184/22/PAA 

 

DESCRIPTION:  Prior Approval Application for provision of Agricultural tracks following application 

2385/22/AGR 

 

ADDRESS: Hendham View Woodleigh TQ7 4DP 

 

 8th December 2022 

 

LETTER OF OBJECTION FROM THE SOUTH HAMS SOCIETY 

The South Hams Society interest 

For the last 60 years, the South Hams Society has been stimulating public interest and care for the 

beauty, history and character of the South Hams. We encourage high standards of planning and 

architecture that respect the character of the area. We aim to secure the protection and improvement 

of the landscape, features of historic interest and public amenity and to promote the conservation of 

the South Hams as a living, working environment.  We take the South Devon Area of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty very seriously and work hard to increase people's knowledge and appreciation of our 

precious environment. We support the right development - in the right places - and oppose 

inappropriate development. 

The South Hams Society is objecting to this application. 

We acknowledge that the local planning authority is now requiring additional supporting evidence for 

this application, but the agent is using the Prior Approval process for this application. 

Given development has already commenced, the Prior Approval process is not available to the 

applicant. 

The Society refer you to the following Prior Approval information page.  

https://www.planningportal.co.uk/planning/planning-applications/consent-types/prior-approval 

At the bottom of the web page the following advice is correct: 

 

‘Work must not commence on the development until the Local Planning Authority has issued its 

determination’. 

https://www.planningportal.co.uk/planning/planning-applications/consent-types/prior-approval
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The Society consider that work has already commenced on parts of this scheme. 
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And work had already commenced on parts of the original plan that have subsequently been removed. 

 

The Society also note that the Landscape and AONB Statement include track work that has been 

completed? 
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The Society are of the opinion that work has already commenced and the Prior Approval Application 

route is no longer available to the applicant. 

The Society would expect that with any land where engineering work has already commenced but 

where consent no longer being applied for, the land in question will be returned to its former state and 

we trust the LPA will confirm not only that this will occur but by when the work will be completed. 

For and on behalf of the South Hams Society  

Richard Howell  

Chairman.  


