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D&S IFCA, Brixham Laboratory, Freshwater Quarry, Brixham, TQ5 8BA 

 14th January 2024 

RESPONSE TO THE FORMAL PUBLIC CONSULTATION on proposed amendments to existing commercial 

and recreational Netting Permit Conditions FROM THE SOUTH HAMS SOCIETY 

The South Hams Society interest 

For the last 60 years, the South Hams Society has been stimulating public interest and care for the 

beauty, history and character of the South Hams. We encourage high standards of planning and 

architecture that respect the character of the area. We aim to secure the protection and improvement 

of the landscape, features of historic interest and public amenity and to promote the conservation of 

the South Hams as a living, working environment.  We take the South Devon Area of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty very seriously and work hard to increase people's knowledge and appreciation of our 

precious environment. 

The South Hams Society wishes to comment on and object to the proposed changes:  

Proposed Changes: Commercial fishermen using nets.  

• The opening of a six-month fixed net fishery within Salcombe Estuary (subject to range of 

management measures). 

Proposed Changes: Recreational fishermen using nets.  

•  This includes a series of changes including the introduction of bag limits, an increase in the 

authorised net length, and requirements relating to combining nets (from a single vessel). 

The Society strongly oppose the introduction of net fishing within the Salcombe Estuary. 

It is our view that there is no (legal) tradition of fixed net fishing within the Salcombe Harbour. 

To support that statement we refer you to the following report available at: 

https://www.cefas.co.uk/publications/techrep/tech106.pdf 

And in particular the paragraph on page 7 which we include for ease of review. 

(The report is dated 1997).

https://www.cefas.co.uk/publications/techrep/tech106.pdf
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The Society also refer you to the D&S IFCA Final Access Report 2017.  

 

https://www.devonandsevernifca.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/PFeb17FinalAccessReport.pdf 

 

https://www.devonandsevernifca.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/PFeb17FinalAccessReport.pdf
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The Final Report - 26th September 2018 included the following section on the Salcombe/Kingsbridge Estuary: 
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In particular the Society would like to draw attention to the points made by the D&S IFCA Final Access 

Report 2017, namely: continued access to estuary netting for mullet will promote discarding of bass, as 

mullet and bass stocks are impossible to target separately within the confines of an estuary. In addition, 

the Authority takes the view that in the past some fishers have targeted mullet as a means to continue 

to illegally take bass from estuaries. 

Referring to 

Section 1: Changes Relevant to Commercial Netting Activity (Category One Netting Permits) 

The current Netting Permit Conditions (introduced in 2018) define the extent of this estuary and to the 

landward of the closing line (Splat Cove Point to Limebury Point) no fixed or drift netting is permitted.  

It is far from clear there was ever a net fishing permit for the Salcombe Estuary in 2018 or that any net 

fishing occurred in the Salcombe to Kingsbridge harbour prior to 2018 (other than illegal netting). 
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The Society are also of the opinion that net fishing rules will be difficult if not impossible to control and 

enforce. 
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While it was easy for the general public to identify that illegal net fishing was taking place within the 

estuary, this would no longer be the case. 

Again it is notable that the authorities have failed to identify those responsible. 

In addition we believe that net fishing is not a recreational sport. 

Much of the estuary confines consists of shallow water mudflats with small deeper channels from the 

various creeks.  It appears to the Society that this proposal is unrestricted throughout the proposed area 

and no environmental impact assessment has been presented that supports the proposals and confirms 

that net fishing will not harm the special interests of the SSSI. 

Certainly no assessment appears to have been made as to whether vessels six metres in length can 

successfully navigate the entire Estuary with no danger of any resulting ecological or environmental 

damage. 
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The Society would also be keen to understand why the D&S IFCA believe it to be acceptable to ignore 

the Local Nature Reserve byelaws and the SSSI citation operations which were introduced to protect the 

exceptional local nature reserve? 

 

The SALCOMBE TO KINGSBRIDGE ESTUARY was designated a SSSI on the 6th February 1987 and a Local 

Nature Reserve (LNR) on the 15th November 1993. 

The following link provides Natural England’s information for the SSSI: 

https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=s1002041 

The Society provide the SSSI Citation and the associated list of operations likely to damage the special 

interest. 

Items (10), (16a).  (16b) and (26) on SSSI operations likely to damage the special interest are applicable.  

The Society also provide a copy of the South Hams District Council LNR Byelaw. 

 

 

https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=s1002041
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The Society considers that the Salcombe to Kingsbridge Estuary SSSI and LNR conservation aims are 

incompatible with the introduction of net fishing.  

For and on behalf of the South Hams Society,  

Richard Howell 

Chairman.  

 

 

 


